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THE BADMINTON ENGLAND CUP 2007/08

REGULATIONS 
1. INTRODUCTION

The ‘100 Point’ Plan, BADMINTON England’s blueprint for the company and the sport to 2016 includes the establishment of ‘The BADMINTON England Cup’ a new knockout competition for Clubs who are members of BADMINTON England.

Its aim is to support the membership by providing a fun and exciting competition which enhances the existing competitive provision for clubs and encourages the recruitment of more players and clubs to the BE structure.

2. CLUB ELIGIBILITY

The BADMINTON England Cup is open to all clubs who are affiliated to BADMINTON England for the 2007/2008 season.

3. ENTRY FEES

A club desirous of competing shall pay an entry fee of £50 on or before 15 November 2007. 

4. FORMAT AND REGULATIONS

METHOD OF COMPETITION

Each tie will consist of one each of men’s singles and women’s singles, two men’s doubles, two women’s 

doubles and three mixed doubles.  Different players must play in each doubles event in ranked order.

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

i) For a player to be eligible to represent a club in the BE Cup, the following requirements must be fulfilled.  A player must:

a) be a registered and paid Member of BADMINTON England by the date of the first tie to be played.  “Registered” means that the details of and payment for a competing player have been received and can be verified by BADMINTON England.

b) have represented the club in their league in the current season.
ii) Players may only play in the BE Cup for one club during the 2007/2008 competition

iii) If a player does play for more than one league club which qualifies to compete in the BE Cup  the player has the choice of club he or she will represent

iv) Teams may not be strengthened by the inclusion of any players who have not played for the club in the League regular season prior to the BE Cup Qualifying Rounds excluding walkovers. The appropriate League Organiser may be contacted after the match and it could result in a disqualification after the Regional round match has been completed.

v) Fielding ineligible players will result in that match being awarded to the opposing team.

QUALIFICATION FOR BADMINTON ENGLAND CUP

i) Qualification for the final stages of the BE Cup will come via a series of Qualifying Rounds determined as necessary.

ii) After the closing date for entries the draw will be made and BADMINTON England will confirm the structure of the Qualifying Rounds.

iii) The competition will start after 1st March 2008.  

iv) The teams who qualify for the BE Cup Finals will play on the weekend of 14th – 15th June 2008 at the National Badminton Centre, Milton Keynes.

v) The winning team will be awarded the BADMINTON England Cup. This is a perpetual trophy and it must be returned at least one month prior to the following season’s finals.

FORMAT:

i) Matches shall consist of teams of at least 8 players (at least four men and four women).

ii) For all rounds the home team must offer their opponents, by telephone or email, a choice of at least three dates within three days of the receipt by them of the draw for each round, and ties must be completed by the published ‘Play By’ dates

iii) The first date offered must provide a minimum of seven days notice.  A response to the 

offered dates should be made within seven days.  Should no offer of dates be received by the away side within the prescribed seven days, the away team should initially attempt to make contact with the home side, and if unsuccessful BADMINTON England should be contacted immediately.  If the home team has offered dates as described, the away side must accept one.  If the away team is unable to fulfil the fixture on or before the Play By date, the home team will be awarded the match.

iv) Time extensions beyond round dates can only be granted by BADMINTON England, and will only be agreed in very exceptional circumstances.  Teams are strongly encouraged to make contact within the time stipulated to avoid the danger of elimination if matches cannot be arranged.

v) Clubs who organise unauthorised extensions to round closing dates are liable to disqualification.  Cancellation of ties with less than 48 hours notice will constitute a walkover to the opposing team unless exceptional circumstances prevail, e.g., extreme travel difficulties.  The judgement of exceptional circumstances will be the responsibility of BADMINTON England.

vi) The competition will be played on a knock-out basis (depending on the number of participating teams in an Region, it may be necessary to operate a small league system); all matches being played according to the Laws of Badminton, best of three games to 21 points, with extended play, rally point scoring.

vii) It is the responsibility of the home club to book and pay for adequate court time for the tie to be completed, including time required in respect of delayed commencement.   The costs of shuttlecocks, umpires (if used) and incidental expenses shall be shared by the competing teams.  It shall be the responsibility of the home club to notify their opponents of the actual costs as soon as possible.

viii) Feather shuttles will be used and will be provided by the home club in all rounds prior to the Finals.  The Shuttles to be used for the Finals will be supplied by BADMINTON England.

ix) Prior to the commencement of the tie, captains will exchange teams and also confirm the order of play.  Players should be listed in ranked order.

x) Result details must be returned to BADMINTON England by the winning team within 48 hours of the match being completed, even in the event of a walkover.  If you do receive a walkover, please ensure that you include on the result sheet the names of the team members who would have played.

xi) Winning teams will be notified of their next round opponents by email/post.  

xii) The right is reserved to give byes in earlier rounds.  

xiii) BADMINTON England reserve the right to declare certain ties, involving considerable travel as neutral venue matches.  In such circumstances BADMINTON England will appoint one team to make adequate arrangements suitable to both parties.  Any costs incurred should be split between the participating teams.

ADMINISTRATION:


i)
All enquiries relating to the BE Cup should be directed to the Competition and Events Department of BADMINTON England.  Any complaints relating to ties must be made in writing and sent to BADMINTON England within 48 hours of the complaint arising.


ii)
The decision of BADMINTON England shall be final.
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